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SUMMER 2015 
DIG IN 
ITALY: 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL 
STUDY, RESEARCH, 
AND COMMUNITY 

OUTREACH 
 
GENERAL DESCRIPTION: 
This interdisciplinary program focuses on the 
topography, history, and material culture of 
the Lake Trasimeno region. Located in 
Umbria, the "Green Heart of Italy," Lake 

Trasimeno's cultural heritage and historical significance extends from the prehistoric period, to the famous battle between 
Carthage and Rome on its shores in 217 BC, to the modern day. The summer archaeology program, which saw its first 
iteration in 2014, is based in Castiglione del Lago, a modern town whose Medieval heritage is visible today and whose 
Roman and Etruscan past waits to be uncovered. 
 
Students enroll in two courses, ARFW 350: Archaeological Field Workshop and ARCL 340: Archaeological Heritage of 
Lake Trasimeno. 
 

• The Archaeological Field Workshop provides students with hands-on experience in archaeological field 
methods, artifact analysis, survey, and heritage protection and presentation. In 2015, two components to this 
course are planned. Students will gain experience in both components, which are supervised by Umbra Institute 
faculty, DePauw University faculty, and professional archaeologists, and are supported by officials and citizens of 
the Comune of Castiglione del Lago. 

o Excavation and survey in and around Castiglione del Lago and its castle that overlooks the shore of Lake 
Trasimeno, e.g., the small church inside the castle; a probable Roman villa on the south slopes of the 
ridge outside the castle fortifications; località Rigutini, a likely sanctuary site along the shore north of 
town; or località Poggio S. Maria, on slopes overlooking Lago di Chiusi, where bronze coins and stamps 
have been recovered. 

o Development of a museum exhibition and pamphlets on local archaeology that incorporate an existing 
community artifact collection in the Palazzo Barbini. 

 
• The Archaeological Heritage of Lake Trasimeno Course provides context for the practicum, and treats 

the history, art, archaeology, and culture of Central Italy, with a focus on Lake Trasimeno and its position 
between Umbria and Tuscany. Students are introduced to cities, cultures, and landscapes from the prehistoric to 
early modern periods. In addition, students will be primed in the essentials of archaeological theory, and in the 
ethics and responsibilities of archaeological research, both in the field, and in museum contexts. This course will 
have a significant field-trip aspect, involving visits to local sites and museums, as well as to Rome. Like the 
practicum, this course asks students not only to engage material from a non-renewable past, but also to confront 
the challenge of educating present and future people about that past. 

 
The program is open to students in all areas, but should be of particular interest to majors in 

anthropology, art history, classical studies, geography, geology, and history. 
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PROGRAM DETAILS: 

• Dates: Six weeks, from May 29 to July 11, 
normally six days a week. One long weekend 
is free for individual travel. 

• Location: Castiglione del Lago, a lakeside 
town in the region of Perugia. 

• Credit: 6 Umbra Institute credits. 
• Fixed Costs: $4975, incl.: airport transfers, 

orientation and hotel lodging in Perugia, the 
academic program, housing in Castiglione del 
Lago, a resident director, use of facilities in 
Castiglione del Lago, Umbra-sponsored 
cultural activities, and official transcripts. 

• Unfixed Costs: ca. $200 for lab fee (course-
pack and field trips); ca. $415 for meals over 
the 6 weeks (students cook for themselves most 
meals, but there are also some free communal 
meals to which students will be invited); ca. 
$1200 for RT airfare, USA-Rome. 

• Financial Aid: Students may apply to: 
o Your institution: Consult the offices of study abroad and financial aid; 
o Other: studyabroad.com and goabroad.com 

• Deadline: Apply by April 1, 2015 at: http://www.umbra.org/academics/archaeology-summer/  
 
 
 
 
 

THE PROFESSIONAL TEAM 
• Giampiero Bevagna (Umbra Institute) is the instructor of record for both courses. A teacher of ancient history, 

classical studies and archaeology, Giampiero has been a member of the Umbra faculty since 2002. His interests 
and expertise include the Etruscan civilization, developing community-student partnerships, and public 
archaeology. 

• Camilla Caporicci (Umbra Institute), a Ph.D. in English Literature and Shakespeare scholar, will serve as 
liaison and resident Umbra staff member for the students in Castiglione del Lago. 

• Rebecca Schindler (DePauw University), an expert in archaeological heritage ethics, will head the museum 
studies project. As an excavator with experience in Cyprus, Tunisia, and Turkey, she will also assist with 
stratigraphic excavations at the site. 

• Pedar Foss (DePauw University) is a landscape archaeologist and expert in GIS who has worked in Italy, 
Greece, Turkey, and Tunisia. He will train students in survey methods, develop a GIS for the project, and assist 
with field trips for the heritage course. 

• Intrageo (http://www.webalice.it/carloz1/intrageo.html) is a professional archaeological firm that works in 
Umbria and Tuscany. It holds the research permit for Castiglione del Lago from the Soprintendenza. Its staff will 
supervise the excavation and the official reporting process.  

 

Since 1999, The Umbra Institute has been a year-round study abroad program in Perugia for Italian language and 
culture, and the liberal arts; it offers high-quality classroom and experiential learning programs with strong community 
engagement features.  http://www.umbra.org  
 

Founded in 1837, DePauw University in Greencastle, Indiana is among the top American liberal-arts colleges, where 
high-achieving students connect the life of the mind and the work of the hands with the concerns of the heart. 
http://www.depauw.edu  


